OF JOHN AUBREY
master of his own purse, Aubrey embarked wholeheartedly on a
career of dilletantism. His estates were left to look after themselves
while he led the life of a wealthy young squire in London, which even
under the English Attila, Oliver, was more congenial than the lonely
farms of Wiltshire. For the condition of Engknd during Oliver's
Triumphant Usurpation is best summed up by an inn-sign near Oxford
which, at the beginning of the Commonwealth, had been altered to
read " This was the King's Head/* And as Aubrey sought out
the merry men in the reigne of the Saintes, he discovered that the main result
of the Commonwealth was an increase in concealment and hypocrisy,
rather than a change of heart. The Presbyterians, as Anthony Wood
was quick to notice, " would not goe to ale-houses or taverns, but
send tor their liquors to their respective chambers and tiple it there.
Some would goe in publick; but then, if overtaken, they were so
cunning as to dissemble it in their way home by a lame leg or that
some suddaine paine there had taken them." A more unexpected
result of Puritanism, however, was that " Dr. John Owen, the Deane
of Christ Church, when Vice-Chancellor, had as much powder in his
haire that would discharg eight cannons/' as well as " cambric band
with larg costly band-strings, velvet jacket, his breeches set round
at knee with ribbons, pointed, Spanish leather boots with Cambrig
tops, etc. And all this was in opposition to a prekticall cut."
The death of his father had started Aubrey on a depressing train
of thought, and after considering long and seriously what he was
best fitted to do in life, he had to answer : Truly nothing: only Umbrages.
If ever I had been good for anything) 'twould have been a Painter, I could
fancy a thing so strongly and had so chare an idaea of it> but to become a
good painter would have been a laborious business, and so Aubrey
decided that his real purpose in life was to be a wheatstone and to strike
ideas from other people and sharpen their wits for work. He was not
long, however, in finding his proper bent, for he mentions that
he began to enter into pocket memorandum bookes, philosophical and anti-
quarian remarqms, A.nno Domini 1654, at Uantrithid.
In 165 5, Aubrey says, there was published by Mr. Web a Bo&ke intituled
Stonehenge-restored (but writt by Mr. Inigo Jones) which I read with great
delight. There is a great deale of Learning in it: but having compared his
Scheme with the Monument it self) I found he had not dealt fairly : but had
made a "Lesbian's rule, which is conformed to the stone ; that is, he framed
the monument to his own Hypothesis, which is much differing from the Thing
it self. This gave me an edge to make more researches ; and a farther oppor-
tunity was, that my honoured and faithfull Friend Colonel! James Long of
Drqycot; since "baronet, was wont to spend a weeke or two every Axtumne
at Auloury in Hawking, where several times I have had the happiness to accom-
pany him. I should now be both Orator and Soldier to give this honoured
friend of mine, a Gentleman absolute in all numbers, bis due Character, said
Aubrey, and therefore limited himself to giving a mere list of Sir
James's capabilities. In the Civill Warns, Colonel of Horse in Sir Francis
Dodington's Brigade. Maried a most elegant Beaufie and Witt. Good
sword-man; horseman; admirable extempore Orator pro Harangue;
Great Memorie ; great Historian and l&amanceer ; great Falconer and for
Horsemanship ; for Insects ; exceeding curious and searching long since, in
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